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SUB J : PRONK DISCUSSES REMIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT AID 

SUMMARY: DURING SIX-DAY VISIT TO SURINAM CONCLUDED DECEMBER 19, 
NETHERLANDS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION MINISTER PRONK OFFERED 
DUTCH ASSISTANCE FOR REMIGRATION OF SOME SURINAMERS AND DISCUS- 
SED STATE OF SURINAM/NETHERLANDS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION. 

VISIT WENT WELL WITH BOTH SIDES EXPRESSING SATISFACTION WITH 
OUTCOME OF TALKS AND COURSE OF DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
DURING FIRST YEAR OF SURINAM'S INDEPENDENCE. 

1 . NETHERLANDS MINISTER FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION J. PRONK 
VISITED SURINAM DECEMBER 14-19 TO DISCUSS REMIGRATION OF 
SURINAMERS LIVING IN HOLLAND AND SURINAM'S DEVELOPMENT PRO- 
GRESS IN CONTEXT OF NETHERLANDS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE. TWO 
COMMUNIQUES WERE ISSUED SUMMARIZING RESULTS OF HIS TALKS WITH 
GOS, ONE WITH DEVELOPMENT MINISTER CAMBRIDGE ON THE QUESTION 
OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND ONE WITH JUSTICE AND POLICE MINISTER 
HOOST REGARDING REMIGRATION. 

2. PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PRONK VISIT WAS TO CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS 
BEGUN EARLIER THIS YEAR IN HOLLAND WITH HOOST ON QUESTION OF 
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NETHERLANDS FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR PROGRAMS TO ENCOURAGE THE 
RETURN OF SURINAMERS LIVING IN HOLLAND TO THEIR HOMELAND. 
THOUGH FURTHER TALKS WILL HAVE TO BE HELD, DUTCH HAVE AGREED 
TO PROVIDE SOME ADDITIONAL FINANCING BEYOND THE MORE THAN 
$1.5 BILLION ALREADY PROMISED FOR DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE OVER 
THE NEXT TEN TO FIFTEEN YEARS. NEWSPAPER REPORTS ESTIMATED 
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THIS AMOUNT TO BE APPROXIMATELY 100 MILLION DUTCH GUILDERS 
($40 MILLION). IN ADDITION, DUTCH HAVE APPARENTLY AGREED TO 
CONTINUE OLD AGE PENSIONS FOR SURINAMERS IF THEY RETURN HOME. 
COMMUNIQUE ON REMIGRATION CALLS FOR A BASIC STUDY OF PROBLEMS 
INVOLVED BUT IN THE MEANTIME MAKES PUBLIC AGREEMENTS REACHED 
AND PROMISES ASSISTANCE IN COSTS OF TRAINING, TRAVEL, AND 
RECEPTION FACILITIES. 

3. PRONK TOOK OCCASION OF VISIT TO TOUR DEVELOPMENT ACTIVIJES 

IN WEST SURINAM, ALTHOUGH DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION WAS NOT MAJOR 
TOPIC OF HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH GOS ACCORDING TO FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
DIRECTOR VAN DER GELD. COMMUNIQUE EXPRESSES SATISFACTION OF 
BOTH GOVERNMENTS WITH FIRST YEAR OF DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
AND ANNOUNCES ESTABLISHMENT OF FIVE WORKING GROUPS UNDER DIRE- 
CTION OF THE NETHERLANDS-SURINAM DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 
COMMISSION (CONS). GROUPS WILL BE FORMED TO ADVISE THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS ON WEST SURINAM, AGRICULTURAL SECTOR PROJECTS, 

PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECTS, AND SOCIAL-EDUCATION SECTOR PROJECTS. 
NETHERLANDS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION COUNSELLOR TOLD EMBOFF 
THAT A FIFTH GROUP WHICH WAS NOT MENTIONED IN THE COMMUNIQUE 
WILL DEAL WITH FINANCIAL QUESTIONS AND IS LIKELY TO HAVE A 
VERY IMPORTANT INFLUENCE ON PROJECT SELECTION. 

4. COMMENT: EXCEPT FOR SOME CRITICISM VOICED IN LEFT-LEANING 
DAILY "VRIJE STEM," ATMOSPHERE OF PRONK VISIT WAS GOOD. GOS 
WAS ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL DUTCH SUPPORT FOR REMIGR- 
ATION, BUT THERE IS NO EXPECTATION THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF 
SURINAMERS WILL RETURN. NONETHELESS, IF DUTCH FINANCIAL ASSIST- 
ANCE ENABLES GOS TO OFFER INCENTIVES TO INDIVIDUALS WITH NEEDED 
MANAGERIAL AND OTHER SKILLS, A RETURN OF ONLY FIVE TO TEN PER 
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CENT OF THE ESTIMATED 130,000 SURINAMERS IN HOLLAND WOULD BE 
SIGNIFICANT IN SURINAM'S SMALL ECONOMY. RETURN OF PENSIONEERS 
RECEIVING DUTCH SUPPORT PAYMENTS WOULD ALSO BE WELCOME BOOST 
TO ECONOMY AND GOS FOREIGN EXCHANGE RECIPTS. 

5. DUTCH INTERESTS DO NOT, HOWEVER, COMPLETELY COINCIDE WITH 
THOSE OF GOS. IT CAN BE ASSUMED THAT SKILLED SURINAMERS EMPLOY- 
ABLE IN HOLLAND PRESENT FEW IF ANY PROBLEMS TO GON, WHICH WOULD 
RATHER SEE SURINAMESE MALCONTENTS AND THE UNEMPLOYED LEAVE. HOW 
MANY AND WHAT SORTS OF SURINAMERS EVENTUALLY RETURN TO SURINAM 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE TO BE A MAJOR FOCUS OF THE PLANNED STUDY 
OF REMIGRATION PROBLEMS. 

6. DUTCH SEE NEW DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION WORKING GROUPS AS A 
MAJOR UPGRADING ON GOS MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING CAPABILITIES, 

A SERIOUS LACK OF WHICH HAS DELAYED DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 
OF SEVERAL MAJOR PROJECTS. NEXT MEETING OF CONS SCHEDULED IN 
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PARAMARIBO JANUARY 5 TO 10 WILL FURTHER DISCUSS PROCEDURES TO 
SET UP THESE GROUPS. 

ZURHELLEN 
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